
BRANCH CO UNTY, M I
  Inform ation based on Congressional Districts of the 106th U.S. Congress, 1997 

1997 1992 1987
Farm s
  Num ber 980 935 1,034
  Acreage 234,076 227,665 227,375
  Average size (acres) 239 243 220
  M edian size (acres) 93 N N

Estim ated m arket value average per farm
   Land/buildings (dollars) 304,986 248,478 171,692
   M achinery/equip (dollars) 62,585 64,487 43,658

Cropland (acres)
  Total 185,213 184,856 179,034
  Harvested 160,318 155,388 127,157
  Irrigated 30,563 26,506 22,965

Agricultural products sold - m arket value
  ($1,000) 77,249 66,203 49,257
  (dollars avg. per farm ) 78,826 70,806 47,638

Agricultural sales - Net cash return per farm
  (dollars average) 17,365 10,635 6,709

Livestock inventory (num ber)
  Cattle and calves 24,193 22,876 20,883
  Beef cows 2,406 2,598 1,959
  M ilk cows 3,996 4,005 4,574
  Hogs and pigs 61,982 71,935 56,792
  Sheep and lam bs 1,444 1,798 2,208
  Layers 13 wks or/older 727 D 11,137
  Broilers and chicken (sold) D 765 1,090

Harvested com m odities (acres)
  Corn, grain or seed 83,638 88,542 68,339
  Corn, silage or green chop N N N
  Sorghum , grain or seed N N N
  W heat 7,674 8,299 7,210
  Barley N N N
  O ats N N N
  Rice N N N
  Sunflower seed N N N
  Cotton N N N
  Tobacco N N N
  Soybeans 52,500 39,046 33,447
  Dry edible beans, excl lim as 215 303 135
  Potatoes, excl sweetpotatoes N N N
  Sugar beets for sugar N N N
  Sugarcane for sugar N N N
  Peanuts for nuts N N N
  Hay-alfalfa 11,855 11,521 11,353

Vegetables
  Num ber of farm s 30 27 17
  Acreage 1,305 1,078 477
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1997 1992 1987
O rchards
  Num ber of farm s 14 18 15
  Acreage 193 372 286

Abbreviations/footnotes:
  N represents zero.
  0 represents an insignificant am ount.
  D-W ithheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farm s.
Source:  USDA, NASS, 1997 Census of Agriculture 


